CONTEST PROMOTES
WOMEN IN BUSINESS

By Aaron Nathans

The News Journal

Five entrepreneurial women will put
their ideas to the test Monday night to try
and win backing, financial and otherwise,
to put their business plans in motion.

But regardless of who wins the Great
Dames Remarkable Ideas Competition
on Monday night, participants say the ex-
ercise of putting together a business plan
as part of the competition helped them
find their voice.

“You have a goal; you have a dream.
This way you can take the action steps to
get there,” said semifinalist Erica Suppa
of Fresh Faced by Erica, her Wilmington-
based natural skincare business which
she hopes can grow. The makeup, she
said, is safe for oncology patients, who
can use the morale boost of makeup while
they fight for their lives. ’

The five finalists will compete in the
Remarkable Ideas Competition at 5:30
p.m. at Pizza By Elizabeths, 3801 Kennett
Pike, Greenville. Those who have been
chosen to compete will give a 6- to 7-min-
ute interactive presentation, including
panelist questions.

They’ll need to explain what their re-
markable idea is, how it creates happi-
ness, what the target market is and how
they plan to make money, as well as antic-
ipated challenges and how participants
will address them.

Sharon Kelly Hake, CEO & president
of Great Dames Inc. of Kennett Square,
Pennsylvania, said the participants
would all benefit from the experience,
and from the community the competition
provides. “It’s not just about the money.
They truly need this community because
it’s too difficult to do it alone,” she said.

The inaugural edition of the competi-
tion, of which The News Journal is media
sponsor, was open to women only, and
there were 41 serious contenders, Hake
said. It is essentially a regional competi-

tion, and many of the entrants were from
Delaware, she said.

The membership of Great Dames will
select the winner, with each member get-
ting one vote, Hake said.

The finalists include two Delawar-
eans, Tanya Whye of Wilmington and Jen-
nifer Kmiec of Middletown.

Whye was inspired by a project when
she was a student last year at Wilmington
University, where she received her mas-
ter’s of environmental stewardship.

The class was challenged to pick a
product that has an environmental im-
pact, and she decided to choose an unlike-
ly subject — a mattress. Americans re-
place their mattress and box spring ever
nine years, and in the hospitality indus-
try, every seven, she said.

The mattresses contain chemicals
that can be harmful to the environment
and take up space in landfills if thrown
out, but there is a way to recycle them,
she said. She put together a business plan
to recycle mattresses locally, rather than
needing to send them out of state for the
treatment.

The components would be sold to man-
ufacturers to be put back into new prod-
ucts, she said. “The world is not getting
any bigger, but our population is getting
larger.”

She said it’s merely a business plan
right now, but winning the competition
would “definitely give me the leverage to
start moving forward.”

Kmiec, of the group Inspiring Women
in STEM, was part of a team that started
the conference in Delaware by the same
name last year. She said that the enthusi-
astic reaction from the crowd showed
there was a hunger for more professional
development opportunities along those

es.

She said that through the group, she
hopes to create “a sustainable business
where we’re able to reach as many wom-
en, especially young women, as possible.”
The goal, she said, is to use workshops
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Erica Suppa, owner of Fresh Faced by Erica, a Wilmington-based natural skincare business, fans
Patti Sergi of Newark between treatments during a facial Thursday. Suppa is a semifinalist in

the Grand Dames Remarkable ldeas Competition.

and other training to create a stronger
pipeline from the educational system into
the science-based workplace for women.

The competition, she said, “was really
a good spark for me to take an idea I had
and put it into action.”

The prize package for the winner in-
cludes $5,000 in seed money from Great
Dames, with the rest of the $25,000 pack-
age coming in services, such as brand
support, and incubator space from Start
it Up Delaware.

The mission of Great Dames, accord-
ing to its website, is to “find the Great
Dame in every woman.” It recommends
personal leadership branding, co-men-
toring and public service. It encourages
leaders who bring “skilis and passion to

their personal, professional and public
service lives,” and for leaders to be “true
change agents.”

The other semifinalist from Delaware
is Ara Atkinson-Skinner of New Castle.
Her Bold Eagle Bands is an interchange-
able headband system design for women,
teens and children who are dealing with
hair loss from chemotherapy treatments.

The other finalists were Barbara
Doyne of Malvern, Pennsylvania; Molly
Hayward of Swarthmore, Pennsylvania;
and Morgan Berman of Philadelphia. The
other semifinalist is Roseanne Taylor of
West Chester, Pennsylvania.

Contact Aaron Nathans at 324-2786 or anathans@dela-
wareoniine.com.



